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Creating themes and templates
iView MediaPro introduces themes to help orga-
nize HTML gallery templates. A theme is simply 
a folder containing Index and Media HTML tem-
plates. By storing both templates in one folder it is 
much simpler to share a new gallery design with 
others users. 

A theme folder also contains an Assets folder 
for related HTML graphics and an image used as a 
preview of the theme in the HTML export dialog. 

MediaPro templates are normal HTML pages, 
that may contain one or more field phrases that 
get replaced with catalog content (such as anno-
tations) during the export process. The example 
at right is a simple HTML template which contains 
three MediaPro field phrases: (iView:Catalog), 
(iView:Media) and (iView:Filename). 

During export, all three phrases get replaced 
by the catalog name, the media image and the 
image file name respectively.

To learn more about creating themes and tem-
plates, refer to the About Templates document in 
the application’s Documentation folder.

A good way to learn is to make a copy of an 
existing template, rename it, and modify different 
fields or the design.  Modifying theme templates 
requires a modest knowledge of HTML. You can 
learn more about HTML from a basic HTML hand-
book or by reading tutorials on the Web.

HTML Template components: 
Templates:  Typically, each theme requires a 

template for both index and media pages. The 

FTP progress: The progress bar panel will display the progress of each file as its being uploaded to your server.
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Template: This basic Index page template would be one 
component of a typical HTML theme.

<html›
	 <head›
	 <title›(iView:Catalog)</title›
</head›
	 <body› 
	 	 <p›(iView:Catalog)</p›
	 	 <p›(iView:Index)</p›
	 	 <table›
	 	 	 <tr›
	 	 	 <td›(iView:Preview)</td›
	 	 	 </tr›
	 	 </table›
	 	 <p›Made with iView MediaPro</p›
	 	 <p›(iView:Date)</p›
	 </body›
</html›

Basic Index template code

Template: This basic Media page template would be 
one component of a typical HTML theme.

<html›
	 <head›
	 <title›(iView:Catalog)</title›
</head›
	 <body› 
	 	 <p›Simple Media Template</p›
	 	 <p›Image:</p›
	 	 <p›(iView:Media)</p›
	 	 <p›File name:</p›
	 	 <p›(iView:Filename)</p›
	 </body›
</html›

Basic Media template code
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index page template displays the media in your 
catalog much like the Thumbnail View. The Media 
page template is specific to a single catalog item 
and typically contains a larger image and/or infor-
mation regarding that catalog item. 

Tags: Tags are a rich vocabulary that control 
a range of functions from media rendering and 
page structure to navigation and extracting and 
repurposing metadata information. (See exam-
ples of HTML tags at right).

Most MediaPro tags are substituted by a single 
number or piece of text taken out of the catalog 
data. Simply place any text-based tags (iView:xxx), 
anywhere into an HTML page and it will get sub-
stituted with appropriate content. 

To learn more about tags, refer to the About 
Templates document in the application’s Docu-
mentation folder.

HTML Engine Directives: The size of images on 
Index and Media pages are now controlled in the 
theme using these new tags. Thumbnail tables 
are also controlled by directives. When a theme 
is selected in the HTML export dialog, MediaPro 
will populate the appropriate fields with the 
directive’s values.

Theme Fields:  Theme fields are a variation on 
HTML Engine Directives. These template instruc-
tions essentially create user-defined fields for 
text that can be entered by the gallery creator 
before export. See next page for an example of 
the Theme Fields dialog.

Structure for theme folders: Each theme 
has its own folder which contains the Index and 
Media templates as well as an Assets folder.  A 
preview JPEG of the template, called about.jpg, 
is optional. This image is displayed in the HTML 
Options › Theme dialog.

Store your themes in the user-defined Plug-ins 
folder (see page 5) to ensure that they are not lost 
during MediaPro upgrades. 

HTML tips
To reduce the loading time of your Index 

pages: Include less than 25 images on a single 
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Directives: A template that has media width and height 
directives (above) will populate the appropriate fields 
when this theme is selected in the HTML export dialog. 
You can still make changes to the final export from this 
dialog without having to go back into the template.

Themes: Each theme contains an Index and Media 
template, as well as an Assets folder. Custom themes 
should be stored in the user-defined Plug-ins folder. 
On Windows, the Plug-ins folder is located at:

C:\Documents and Settings\username\Application 
Data\iView\Plug-ins

On Mac OS X, this folder is typically located at: 
~User/Library/Application Support/iView/Plug-ins

<!-- iView HTML Engine Directives 
(iView:InMediaWidth 800) 
(iView:InMediaHeight 600) 
--› 

Tag What it controls/defines

(iView:Catalog) Title of iView MediaPro catalog file

(iView:GoPrevious) Link to previous media/index page

(iView:Running) Current index or media page number.

(iView:OriginalSize) File size of the original image

(iView:Duration) Duration of playable media.

(iView:Caption) IPTC Description field (aka Caption)

(iView:Date) The date of creation of the web gallery

Tags: Examples of MediaPro’s HTML tag phrases. Tags 
control a range of functions from media rendering to 
navigation to metadata information.




