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Thumbnails & Previews
iView MediaPro 3 introduces a new catalog op-
tions feature  in the Edit menu called Thumbnails 
& Previews. 

In this dialog, you can define the thumbnail 
preferences as well as choose to create and store 
media previews, images that are displayed in 
Media View, Slide Shows and Light Table mode 
regardless of whether or not original media files 
are not available for display. 

Thumbnail options
Before creating a catalog, you need to define how 
MediaPro creates thumbnails: at a fixed size or at 
a variable size that will match the display size of 
Thumbnail View.

Set Thumbnail Size
1. Create a new catalog.
2. In the Edit menu, select the Thumbnails &  

Previews option.
3. Choose the size of thumbnails to be created 

(Options: 160, 320, 480, 640 pixels). If you 
choose Variable size, MediaPro will match the 
thumbnail size defined in the Thumbnail View 
of the active catalog.

4. Choose the JPEG compression quality to be 
applied to the thumbnails.

5. Click the OK button. Import your media items 
and save your catalog.

Use built-in thumbnails: Some applications, such 
as Adobe Photoshop, embed a thumbnail into the 
media file. Digital cameras do this as well. These 
thumbnails are typically low quality. 

During import, MediaPro extracts and displays 
that embedded thumbnail if the box is checked. 
Turning this option off will instruct MediaPro to 

create its own thumbnails, which are generally 
higher in quality, at the cost of a slower import 
process. If you wish to improve the quality of the 
thumbnails at any time, choose Rebuild Item in the 
Action menu. See page 39, for more information 
improving the quality of thumbnails.

Media Previews
iView MediaPro enables you to view each item in 
your catalog by dynamically opening the original 
file and displaying it in Media View, Slide Shows 
and Light Table mode. 

In MediaPro 3, you also have the option of cre-
ating media previews – large JPEG proxy images 
that will be displayed in Media View, Slide Shows 
and Light Table mode regardless of whether or not 
original media files are not available for display. 

Media Previews are particularly useful if the 
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Previews in Media View: In the Header bar, iView MediaPro displays the file name, the word “(Preview)”, and the 
preview dimensions, instead of the path.

Choosing this option will enable MediaPro to display full 
screen previews in Media View, Slide Shows and Light 
Table mode, regardless of whether or not original media 
files are available for display.




